A National
Framework for
children’'s vision
screening

Australian Government endorsement of a National Framework
for children’s vision screening to ensure all children have
their eyes screened prior to starting school

Eye disorders are one of the most common long-term health problems experienced by Australian children’.
If left untreated, they can lead to vision loss or blindness, having a lasting impact throughout childhood and adult life2.

Eighty-percent of a child’s learning occurs visually3. If an eye condition goes undetected, it can have significant
long-term effects on a child’s sensory, cognitive, social and language development®*.

Children with vision impairment have poorer educational outcomes, are less likely to attend school and
more likely to face social exclusion and violence in the school environment®.

Vision loss has life-long implications, in a study completed in 2016, Deloitte Access Economics found that a 17-year old
living in Australia with a vision impairment received $53,916 less in earnings than a person with clear vision.

Good vision is therefore integral to childhood development, learning and success later in life. Making it essential
that conditions compromising children’s vision are identified and treated early to minimise long-term impacts.

Children’s vision screening programs in Australia® have demonstrated great return on investment and
have been highly successful in decreasing blindness in children’, outweighing associated health care costs®.

However, there is no consistent, evidence-based approach to screening children’s vision,
resulting in different approaches in each jurisdiction and variations in outcomes.

Vision 2020 Australia members recommend the development of a national evidence-based framework for
the early identification and management of vision and eye health problems in 3.5 to 5 year-old children.

Adopting a National Framework will provide a cost-effective and robust approach to children’s vision screening
in Australia that will deliver benefits to future generations, helping detect vision disorders and
prevent life-long vision loss in Australian children.
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